St. Raphael Parish Council – Meeting Notes
7pm Monday, May 15, 2023
Present:  Fr. Mike Salah, Fr. Christian Huebner, Karen Sachs, Teri Dwyer, Malia Schmelzer, Craig Correa, Elizabeth Antony, Jane Coburn; John Partridge
1. Opening Prayer – Fr. Mike
2. Approval of March minutes
3. Parochial Vicar’s Remarks
Spanish outdoor family Sunday – great time; last Spanish committee meeting last week; wrap up meeting at The Village coming up; Saturday evening – new/returning server training followed by pizza; Youth Ministry will combine with St. Patrick’s for the summer; Fr. Christian will be away from the 2nd week of June through most of the summer
4. School Update
Busy with Mother’s Day, First Communion, Confirmation – great response to Bishop Feudjio; sprinklers have come up on the five year plan; Spring Soiree brought in some money for the sprinklers; building is safe but bringing building up to current code; parent evening held with regard to safety, including a parent safety; excellent shape – recommendation to replace single pane windows; Catherine Williams (teacher) – won Golden Apple award; student council elections held; nursery school picnic tomorrow; trip to Busch Gardens with 8th grade coming soon; Currently taking bids to replace fire system in school, due to obsolescence; updates will cost $76k; Geri Stoner is retiring but will help until new hire is found; Teri will also step down as baptism prep coordinator; 

5. Vocations Update
Men’s Discernment Mass and Brunch on Sunday, May 21st ; Vocations Day July 12 (rising 7th and 8th grade); Quo Vadis Camp July 23-26 (high school) 

6. Spanish Community Update

See Parochial Vicar’s remarks
Follow Up
7. Small Group Initiative
Review of input from Dick J.’s pilot group; we would support the effort but not sure that a whole parish launch is needed; definite interest in middle school youth group; lively discussion about interest and need for youth group; may bring idea to the deanery

8. Distribution of Precious Blood
Distribution going well; sufficient EMHCs

New items for discussion:
9. Other items?

Request made for having an EMHC with a mask for distribution; discussion regarding need, to accommodate those who are fearful; we are thinking of asking for EMHC volunteers for a specific Mass; others are not sure about giving in to fear, especially given that masks are not thought to do much to prevent spread

6/19 Parish Council Social – at the priests’ residence; will be potluck; spouses welcome

9/24 Parish Picnic – save the date!

10. Pastor’s Remarks
New HVAC is up and running; some fine tuning (e.g. railings) needed, but overall working well; lowering temperatures for larger gatherings (e.g. Confirmation) 
New office building – still coming, but fire system is greater need, so that has come first; still planning on renovations 
11. Closing prayer

12. Next meeting: Monday, June 19th
Picnic Social at the Priests’ Residence

	September meeting would be 9/18; should we meet in person?





